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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


Wednesday, November 25, 1998, Sergeants Rick Jennings and Clay Prolier, and Lieutenant Willa 
Glover of the Internal Affairs Bureau responded to J West Avenue K, Lancaster to investigation 
an officer involved shooting resulting in the suspect’s demise. Internal Affairs Bureau investigators 
met Homicide Lieutenant James Curtis and investigators Detective Joseph Martinez and Sergeant 
Gilbert Anderson. Lieutenant Curtis briefed the responding personnel. 


The summary of this incident is base on the briefing, interviews with witnesses and deputies, and 
reports (098-18854-1 126-055) contained in this officer involved shooting review packet. 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 


Deputies Michael Voge, Hl, and Bryan Dow, AN, were patrolling local business in the 
area of Avenue K and 12" Street West, looking for a robbery suspect who had committed nine (9) 
armed robberies in the area within the last month. The deputies were aware of the suspect’s physical 
and clothing description, that he was armed with a chrome pistol, and that he robbed small retail 
stores near closing time in strip malls. The deputies saw a male inside the MMS who 
matched the suspect’s description. The deputies contacted and became involved in a physical 
confrontation with this male, Suspect Tracy Melrose, inside the store. During this confrontation, 
Suspect Melrose repeatedly stated to the deputies, "I have a gun. I’m going to kill you." this 
confrontation culminated with Deputy Voge shooting Suspect Melrose once. The suspect was 
pronounced dead at the scene by Los Angeles County Fire Department paramedics. 


BACKGROUND OF SUSPECT 


Tracy Joseph Melrose, was a thirty-five (35) year old, male white, five foot - eleven inch (5'-1 1"), 
two hundred and thirty pound (230 Ibs.). His CCHRS report, refer to Exhibit "B," 


His CII record, refer to Exhibit "C," 


CAUSE OF DEATH 


The suspect died from one gunshot wound to his back. The round entered the Suspect’s back, 18 
inches from the top of his head, 1 % inches left of midline, and exited the Suspect’s chest 15 inches 
from the top of his head, midline, refer to Exhibit "A," page 138 Autopsy Report. There was not 
soot, or stippling, and the direction was back to front, slightly downwards, and slightly left to right. 
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ROUNDS FIRED 

Deputy Michael Voge fired one round from his Beretta 92F (Serial #BER007180Z), which was 
loaded with a fifteen round magazine, and one round in the chamber for a total of sixteen rounds. 
The weapon was loaded with Department issued ammunition. Homicide investigators inspected his 
gun and found it loaded with fourteen rounds in the magazine and one round in the chamber. 


SUMMARY OF INCIDENT 


Between October 25, 1998, and November 22, 1998, there were nine (9) robberies committed in the 
Lancaster area, refer Exhibit “A,” pages 59-70. This crime assessment report was created by the 
Lancaster C-Cap Unit Crime Assessment Report, and is dated November 23, 1998. The following 
is a synopsis of this assessment report: 


Eight (8) of the robberies were on the West side of Lancaster, and one (1) was on the East 
side of Lancaster. 


These robberies occurred between 1900-2200 hours, usually near closing time. Seven (7) of 
the locations were corner suites located in a strip mall, all of the locations had a driveway or 
a public street adjacent to them. 


The suspect was described as a Male White 20-32 years old, 5'-08" to 6'-00" tall, brown hair, 
pale complexion and clean hands. His clothing included a black baseball cap or knit cap, blue 
jeans, White Fila tennis shoes, red and black or blue and black flannel shirt. The Suspect 
covered his face with a white bandana and his weapon was a chrome pistol with wood grips. 
In all nine (9) robberies the suspect wore a white bandana. 


On several nights previous to November 25, 1998, both Deputies Dow and Voge were part of a 
surveillance operation. The focus of these surveillance operations were to apprehend the above 
robbery suspect. Both deputies were aware of these robberies, suspect description, and the method 
of operations by crime broadcasts, the briefing given prior to the surveillance operation, and from 
the information provided on the C-Cap report. 


On November 25, 1998, Deputies Dow and Voge were working their regular Station Gang Unit, 
811G1. They were checking businesses that had previously been robbed or had been profiled as 
potential robbery locations. While Deputy Voge was driving in the area of the! 
Deputy Dow told him he saw a man wearing a red Pendleton type shirt in the MM. Depüty 
Voge turned into the parking lot to get a better look at the individual. As they drove to the front of 
the location they saw the suspect from behind, and had some doubts whether this individual was the 
robbery suspect. The man inside the MW had grey hair and appeared to be older than the 
described robbery suspect. However, they decided to check this person out further. 


1.A.B. NOTE: The suspect inside the store, Tracy Melrose was 5'-11", 200 pounds, short 
gray hair, brown eyes, wearing red plaid shirt, blue jeans, black and white “Fila” tennis 
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shoes. A white handkerchief was found during the autopsy by Coroner Investigator Dan 
Aikin. This white handkerchief was around suspect Tracy Melrose’s neck, and tied into a 
bandana. 


Deputy Voge stopped his black and white patrol car at the curb in front of the store’s front doors, 
and the deputies walked into the IJ. The suspect was standing at the west wall of the store, 
looking at books, with his back to the deputies. Deputy Dow and Voge split and approached the 
suspect on either side. Deputy Dow approached on the suspect’s right side, and Deputy Voge 
approached from the rear and to the suspect’s left side. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Also in various locations inside the there were two (2) employees, 


, FH/20, and MN, MW/20, and four (4) customers, MA. 
MW/S6, , FW/51 SZET MN W717. 


Both deputies reached the suspect at about the same time. Deputy Voge said something casual to the 
suspect like, “I’m going to check you out here for a minute.” Deputy Voge then placed his hand on 
the suspect’s shirt in the area of the waistband. The suspect made a quarter turn jerk to his left and 
presented Deputy Voge with his left side as though the suspect was protecting his right side. Within 
a second, the suspect ran eastbound away from the deputies. Deputy Voge immediately grabbed the 
suspect to prevent him from getting away. In his attempts to get away, the suspect knocked down 
some books, knocked over a book stand, and eventually fell to the floor in a prone position, with 
Deputy Voge falling on top of the suspect. Both deputies said when this man turned and attempted 
to flee the store, they believed he was the serial robbery suspect. 


Deputy Dow said Deputy Voge was kneeling beside the suspect's right side and holding onto the 
suspect's right arm, and he was kneeling on the suspect’s left side and holding onto the suspect’s left 
arm. At this point the suspect yelled, “I’ve got a gun and I'm fucking going to kill you.” Deputy 
Dow said he was trying will all of his strength to hold the suspect’s left arm, not knowing what the 
suspect was going to do. He said the suspect's hands were under his stomach, and his left arm was 
near his thigh. He said he was holding the suspect's left arm with both hands and a knee, as the 
suspect kept tugging his left arm under himself as though reaching for a pocket or waistband. He 
couldn't see the suspect’s left hand but, he had a hold of the suspect’s upper left arm. Deputy Dow 
said he was beginning to lose the suspect’ left arm and he felt fear set in, especially after what the 
suspect had told them. He said, “I was trying to keep his arm from going any further. At that point, 
I knew I wasn’t going to be able to pull it out, to do a handcuffing technique. Like I said, my partner 
was fighting on the other side of him. That was my main concern, and I was losing.” He said as he 
was losing control of the suspect’s left arm, Deputy Voge shot the suspect once in the back. 


After the shot, Deputy Dow said he handcuffed the suspect, who was lying on the floor. He said 
Deputy Voge recovered a gun from the suspect, showed it to him, and then placed in atop a book 
shelf. He heard Deputy Voge put out a request for assistance over his hand held radio. Deputy Dow 
then put out over the radio that they were involved in a shooting and requested paramedics. He said 
that the entire incident happened in less than thirty seconds. 
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Deputy Dow said he saw Deputy Voge shoot the suspect out of his peripheral vision. He said, “It 
was at that point that I was losing control. And I was going to tell him, “I’m losing this guy. I’m 
losing him.” You know, I can’t control him anymore. It was one of those things, if it was a split 
second later, I would have told him to, I mean because I would have lost him. I was in deathly, I 
really was. I mean I’ve been close a lot of times, but look at the size of me and this guy was taking 
us. He had two good sized deputies on him, and he was just going to town.” He said, “We had no 
other options. I can’t think of anything we could have done. My hands were tied up, I couldn't get 
to anything else. My whole focus was on his arms, and going underneath to retrieve a weapon.” 


Deputy Voge said when the suspect knocked over a book stand and fell to the floor, he also fell and 
landed on top of the suspect. He said Deputy Dow came up to the suspect's left side and tried to grab 
the suspect's left hand, as he was trying to control the suspect's right hand. He said at this time, the 
suspect said in a very loud and angry tone, something like, “I’ve got a fucking gun, I’m going to 
fucking kill you.” He said there was no doubt in his mind that the suspect meant what he said. 


Deputy Voge said the suspect was very strong, stronger than he was, and he could not get control 
of the suspect’s right hand. He said as the suspect continued struggling he lost complete control of 
the suspect’s right hand. He said he felt the suspect was reaching into his waistband area with his 
right hand, and he believed the suspect was arming himself with a gun. He said given the suspect’s 
prior statement about having a weapon, threatening to kill them, he believing that the suspect was 
arming himself, and being in fear of his and his partner’s safety, as well as the safety of the 
occupants of the store, he shot the suspect once, striking him in the back of his upper torso. 


Deputy Voge said after shooting the suspect, he heard the suspect moan and then go limp. He 
holstered his gun and then pulled the suspect’s right arm from under his waist area. He said he was 
sure he would find the suspect's gun on the suspect’s right-hand side. However, when he searched 
the suspect he found the suspect’s weapon in his left front pants pocket. He removed the weapon 
from the suspect’s pants pocket and placed it atop a book shelf. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Suspect Melrose had a “FIE” brand .25 caliber semiautomatic pistol, satin 
finish, with brown wood grips, Serial #dK 08853, loaded with six (6) live .25 caliber rounds 
in the magazine. This weapons belonged to the suspect’s 


Deputy Voge said as he and Deputy Dow walked into the [J he saw other persons in the 
store, but did not “see anyone that seemed in any way connected with the suspect.” He said he does 
not recall thinking about additional suspects. He said, “When we first went in, looking at the store, 
looking at him, he did appear to be alone. We kind of zeroed in on him.” He continued, "In his case, 
he had done so many, that wasn’t his MO." 


Deputy Voge said 
All of the civilian witnesses in the [NM were interviewed. They all indicated that 


when they saw the deputies, due the their dress, they knew they were members of a law enforcement 
agency. They all said they either heard or saw a struggle between the two deputies and the Suspect. 
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Five (5) of the witnesses said after the struggle started they heard the Suspect say something like, 
" Ihave a gun. I’m going to kill you." One (1) of the witnesses said he heard the Suspect say, "I have 
a gun," at least three times. 


LA.B. NOTE: As a result of further investigation by Lancaster Station Detective John 


Kalita, I, it was determined that Suspect Tracy Melrose was responsible for the above 
mentioned series of nine (9) robberies. 
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